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Join us TO CELEBRATE THE SEASON  
A t the  

Old Salem C o mmunity Church  

23
rd

 Annual Christmas Community 

Sing  A LOng  

MON day DEC  3
rd

 6:30pm  

Old Salem Church is located north of New Derry on Route PA 982 
This year we will be featuring a cantata of the New Alexandria Community Choir in their 9th 

season under the direction of Debra Resslar.  The choir will present a sneak peak of this yearõs 

cantata, òHeavenõs Childó.Joining them will  be an ensemble of the Derry Area Senior High 

Choir under the direction of Melody Vigo.   

The event will conclude attendees joining in the singing traditional songs and our long-

established practice of a Christmas reading by member Evelyn Ruffing, who will then lead all 

gathered in singing òStille Nachtó (òSilent Nightó in German) 
 

Leave commercialized Christmas behind and join us to sing in the holidays! 

Join us and celebrate the culmination of another 
successful year of historic preservation at the 

òOLD FASHIONEDó 

Fulton House Christmas 

Party 
at the Fulton House ð New Derry PA 

Friday, December 7, 2018, 6:30 ð 9:00 P.M. 

Open to all!  

 



 

Help us honor our nationõs FIRST heroes! 
Make a donation toward the permanent granite markers to ensure that our first 

heroes do not fade into oblivion. 

 The Derry Area Historical Society is currently 

spearheading an ambitious project to place 

permanent granite grave markers at the burial places 

of the 30 Revolutionary War Veterans interred at the 

Old Salem Church, three miles north of New Derry on Route 982.  The 

òAdopt a Revolutionary Heroó 

program is our latest preservation 

effort which was started last year, is 

aimed at preserving the names of our 

earliest veterans far into the future. 

 Many of the original grave 

markers have suffered the effects of 

time to the point of the names being 

completely unrecognizable.  As the 

stones age, they tend to delaminate 

allowing water to work its way into the 

cracks and crevasses causing the written portions of the stones to 

crack and fall off with each freeze and thaw cycle.  These are the 

final resting places of our nationõs first heroes whose contribution to our freedom is undeniable.  

To allow their names and to fade in to oblivion simply should not be acceptable.  Each 

replacement granite marker costs around 

$800.00, so it is a daunting task to replace all 

30, but we are one third of the way there! 

If you would like to support our efforts 

to ensure that our first heroes are never 

forgotten, donations can be sent to:  

The Derry Area Historical Society 
òAdopt a Revolutionary Heroó 
Program  
P.O. Box 64 
New Derry, PA 15671 



 

NOVA: òLast B-24ó Derry Township native, WW II hero, lost at sea 74 

years ago, subject of PBS NOVA show on Wednesday, November 7. 

Eugene P. Ford of the Derry Township High School Class of 1941 

enlisted in the Army Air Corps in December 1941.  1
st
 Lt Ford flew his 

44th and last mission on December 17, 1944, piloting a B-24 Liberator, 

known as the Tulsamerican.  The lead bomber in a group of six B-24s 

participating in a mission targeting oil refineries in Germany, the 

squadron was  ñComing out 

of a cloud bank near their 

target, the aircraft were 

attacked by more than 40 

German Mc-109 and FW-

190 fighters,ò the Defense 

Department reported.   

Fordôs aircraft was heavily damaged forcing him to make a crash landing 

in the Adriatic Sea, near present day Croatia.  Three of the crew members, including Ford, were 

killed in the crash and their bodies were not recovered.  Now, 74 years later, the remains of 

Ford were discovered by Croatian divers and identified by the Ministry of Defense as being 

Gene Ford. 

The story of the recovery of Fordôs remains and his burial at Arlington will broadcast on 

November 7 on PBSôs NOVA. Consult your television listings for the channel and time. 

  

ABOVE: Tulsamerican wreckage in the 

Adriatic Sea 

RIGHT: The crew of the Tulsamerican 



 

What makes our continued mission of historic preservation possible?   Our Innkeepers! 

The Derry Area Historical Society Innkeepers Program is a group of citizens just like you that value our 

mission of historic preservation and make donation of $175 each year to cover the monthly expenses at the 

Fulton House. 

Join them and helping to sustain our society and our mission of historic preservation! 

THE DERRY AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2018 INNKEEPERS 
Geano & Rosemarie Agostino   Kathleen Sistek Kelly 

Dr. Alan & Elaine Christianson   Edward & JoAnna Lamolinara 

Audrey L. Critchfield     John D. & Pat McCabe 

Helen M. Critchfield     Thomas Obrien 

Cathy Cobes Dennis     James & Gretchen Prah 

Conrad & Sandy Donovan    Judge Henry E. Shaw, Jr.  

Dr. Richard & Karen Hansen    Dr. Edward Torba 

Phyllis Humphreys     Robert & Joanne Vicini 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION TO PRESERVING THE PAST! 

Third Generation D.A.H.S. Member Ean Lamolinara Earns Eagle Scout Award 

     Ean, son of Gary and Dana and grandson of Ed Lamolinara was 

honored Sunday October 28
th
 2018 at a banquet where he received the 

highest award in scouting.  The designation "Eagle Scout" was founded 

over one hundred years ago and only four percent of Boy Scouts are 

granted this rank after a lengthy review process.
 
 The requirements 

necessary to achieve this rank take years to 

fulfill .  It was Eanôs ñFrontier Forts of the 

Derry Areaò project that was the 

culminating project that earned him 

this rare honor.  If you are not 

familiar with his work, take a look at 

our society webpage, 

ñwwwôderryhistory.orgò for more 

details or on your next Fulton House 

visit grab one of our ñGuide to the 

Frontier Forts of the Derry Areaò brochure which contains details and a map to 

guide you to the sites of these local places of refuge as well as GPS coordinates 

to locate the sites.   Eanôs efforts are not only a giant step in the same direction of 

our D.A.H.S. historic preservation efforts but is also one that will be used as an educational tool for years to 

come. 

Congratulations Ean and to the Lamolinara Family  from your Derry Area Historical Society family ! 

James & Gretchen Prah enjoying the Fulton House at 

the Innkeepers Dinner! 



 

  

    HELP WANTED     
Web Page Assistance STILL Needed! 

Are you ôtech savvyõ and have a passion for the past?  

Do you know an aspiring student interested in pursuing 

a computer related career but desperately needs 

experience for their resume?  Look no further than 

YOUR Derry Area Historical Society!  We desperately 

need someone to assume the role of Webmaster for 

our website.   

Currently your Board members update the page as 

often as possible, but so much more could be done if 

we only had an energetic involved person to lend a 

hand!   Join us! 

 

 

Volunteers are always needed at our Family 

and Community Research Center inside the 

New Alexandria Public Library.   

 

Work can include anything from genealogy and historical 

research to keeping our files in order.   

The New Alexandria Public Library is home to The 

Derry Area Historical Society Family and 

Community History Research Center. Operated by 

volunteers the center offers access to a vast number of 

family trees, community histories, cemetery records, 

local tax and census records and the complete set of land 

patent maps for the greater Derry Area, principally 

Derry Township, the Boroughs of Derry and New 

Alexandria and surrounding areas. 

This valuable community service project can only remain 

in existence with good people, like you, making it a 

reality.  Please lend a hand. 

Stop in for a visit or call 724-668-7747. 

 

*** Please show your appreciation to the New Alexandria Library for their hospitality toward the D.A.H.S. with a donation*** 

 


