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Meetings are held at Derry Station 

Community Room  

Council Work Session  

1st Monday every month at 7pm 

Regular Council Meeting 

2nd Monday every month at 7pm 

Zoning Hearing Board  

Quarterly at 6pm Third Wednesday of 

Month 

Planning Commission  

3rd Wednesday monthly at 6pm  

*With the exception of Holidays*  

    Regular Scheduled Meetings 

             Mayor  - Dave Bolen 

 Council Members 

Chad Fabian, President 

Jim Ritenour 

Allen Skopp 

Al Checca, Vice-President 

Dave Fletcher 

Barry Holden 

Tom Lipinski 

 

 

 

Small Town Struggles 

Within the past three decades there has been an epidemic of small town deterioration in our country, and we 

have been battling to survive.  Even though large corporations can benefit our national economics, they also 

have a tendency to monopolize our economic systems and the typical trend of business growth is now based 

on vastly populated areas, marketing statistics, and highly traveled areas which plays a negative role against 

small community sustainability or growth in many ways. 

Traits and habits of individuals in society have supported this epidemic in some ways with changes in tight-

er schedules, extensive work loads, and just not enough time in the day to complete all aspects of daily life.   

A typical Day for an adult is the following: 8-10 hours of work + 8 hours of sleep + 6 hours of personal 

time = 24 hrs/Day 

During that 6 hours of personal time we have to eat our meals, complete household chores, shop for grocer-

ies or other needs, spend time together as a family, assist our children with homework, exercise, hobbies, 

and (oh yeah) relax with a little downtime to destress. A typical household  has both parents working,  so it 

is safe to assume there may be a negative impact on households in general with life balance and scheduling. 

Soé.. The trend of working successful families is to organize their habits to fit everything in, and in turn 

they support the one stop area shopping, which is why these highly commercialized areas are so successful.  

It is convenient and supports timeliness and organization for families to accomplish some of their objectives 

to assist with life balance and schedules.  

So the big question is how do we get balance nationally and create succession in our small communities as 

well?   

Education, leadership, and personal philosophy can make a big difference.  

According to a study by N.C.  Rural Economic Development Center titled Big Ideas: Case Studies in Small 

Town Community Economic Development, here are a few informative facts that may help us in our small 

community of Derry Borough.  

Four Types of Small Communities that Can Survive and Thrive 

Communities considered recreation or retirement destinations or adjacent to an abundance of natural assets. 

Communities which have historic downtowns or prominent cultural or heritage assets. 

Communities that are home to or adjacent to a college campus. 

Communities which are adjacent to a metropolitan area or an interstate highway. 

Philosophies that Can Assist with Positive Goals of a Small Community ( Derry Borough) 

¶ Community involvementðJoin DARCee  and help make our community even better. 

¶ Make purchases at local businesses when you can, supporting community small businesses 

¶ Utilize your community parks and pool  

¶ Take pride in your residence and help keep our community aesthetically appealing by eliminating  

junk, garbage, and debris. 

¶ Support local community events, specifically such as DVFD hosted dances and/or wing nights, Derry 

Railroad Days, DARCee events such as the annual car show, church events, and social club events. 

All of these type events bring community residents together.  The annual Halloween Parade, Santa at 

the Caboose, and Christmas in Mossback Park are some of the great events for our children in the 

community.  

¶ Walking and Biking creates a more pedestrian friendly town and keeps you healthy! 

¶ Get involved, if every resident would dedicate one hour a week to a community volunteer project we 

could accomplish so much more.  

In order to complete  positive community actions we need to develop a positive community vision.  

More to come next issue éé..  
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Jared Gademsey, a high school senior at Derry Area High School          

completed a renovation project for our gazebo at Mossback park last fall.  

He chose this project to obtain his Eagle Scout merit award.  As a Life 

Scout, he had to plan, develop, and give leadership to others for this type of 

service mission.  After graduation he will be attending the PA College of 

Techonology of Williamsport to study Heavy Equipment Repair, Diesel 

and Natural Gas Generators, and Business Management.  Derry Borough 

Council and the Mayor thanks him for the benefits of his Eagle Scout    

project for our park and wishes him the best in his future endeavors.  

       Eagle Scout Project completed in Derry Borough 

DARCee Car Show          

Sunday, August 7th, 2016 at 

Derry Community Park   

    

Derry Railroad Days         

Saturday, September 17, and 

Sunday, September 18, 2016 in 

downtown Derry. 

 

Christmas in Mossback Park  

  Friday, December 9, 2016 

Our State Route 217 Bridge Project is certainly underway.  The  estimated project 

completion date was initially set at 11/11/2016.    It seems the project may be at             

approximately 40% of completion. Progress reports can be found at www.penndot12.com 

Derry Borough Council with the support of the Chestnut Ridge Post 444 Veterans of     

Foreign Wars requested the new bridge be named as a memorial for all the veterans who 

have served from the Derry Area. The requested official name  will be ñDerry Veterans           

Memorial Bridgeò  

 


